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T^ealtors Rear 
pt^mmunism a 
Talk by Dies K 
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Representatives of the Na- 
tion’s realty boards were told 
yesterday that “in every battle! 
against communism we have 
lost every engagement’’ and 
heard the prediction that in 
*10 years or' so we will join the 
Soviet Union as one of its satel- 
lites if the gfc>wth/of com- 
munism continue 'as it has in 
the past 25 ye^r^T 

I The speakef'was Represent/!- „ _ _ 

tive Ma rgin Dies JD-Tex.) for- j3 < S ^ * f ' 
IhSF'cH airman of the House 
j Un-American Activities Commit- (* c ^ ^ * o 
* tee. He addressed members of - 
» the National Association of 

Real Estate Boards, during the , 

closing session of a week-long l J 

5 meeting of NAREB at the’ lYV 

Statler Hotel. CJ* ^ 

Representative Dies, who 
said his speech was “pessimis- \ 

tic but realistic" said that if ^ 1 

the country ever approved of I 

socialized housing and medi- ' 

cine — “two critical fields of i 

marxism” — “Russia need not , 4 . 
worry herself about physically 
taking this country — we’ll be if 
in the same camp." If .‘'S' - 

Dies said that the fall of fl ' 
private enterprise would kill ^ y •- 
the Marxist groups “because 1 

they can only live from the J 
genius of private enterprise.” / J Y. t 
but said that such an event \ * 

would result in “ruthless dicta- r! * \ 

! torship.” ^ 

More than 800 delegates of 
NAREB have been in Wash- 
ington for the past week for 
regional directors' meetings 
and inaugural ceremonies in- 
stalling Henry G. Waltemade 
^ of N ew York as the 1955 presi- 
Ul'iil *f the group. *— , 
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One Case Frightened Him 




Dies Wants Fairer 

f 

Hearings for 'Risks' 

Rep. Martin_Dies (D., Tex.) is drafting legislation to require fairer hearings for p> 
sons accused as security risks. 

His ideas are not in final form, 
he said in an interview today, 
but he has decided on some 
“basic principles.” 

"I know the accused ought to be 
confronted with witnesses,” he said. 

*'I know he ought to have a bill 
of particulars In advance, and he 
ought to know the criteria for judg- 
ing — the rules on what constitutes 
guilt.” 

BEYOND IKE’S VIEWS 
Rep. Dies’ views, which go far 
beyond the Eisenhower Administra- 
tion’s concept of an accused risk’s 
rights, are likely to startle as many ' 
persons as have the recent caustic 
speeches on the security program 
by former Sen. Harry P. Cain (R„ 

Wash.). 

Even more than Sen. Cain, Rep. 

Dies has had the reputation of a 
man concerning himself zealously 
-••with the Internal communist threat, 
and not especially with the civil 
liberties side of the question. 

He was the first chairman of the 
House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee 

WARNING 

“When the committee started In 
1938," Rep. Dies said today, ‘1 
warned in my opening statement 
that such a probe could go to ex- 
, cess. I pledged if it did that I would 
take the lead In correcting 
: defe nding I nnocent people. 

* a moral obligation. 


Bk 


/. A 

~£fi 



- A 

NOT RECOROEG 

138, WAR br 1955 


•REP. MARTIN DIES 



I 


T 

ooJKaH 31 1955 


So I felt 


Wash. Post and 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 
Wash. Star 

N. Y. Herald Tribune 
N. Y. Mirror 


Date; 


MAP 




J 


Q*2 


n mr. iolson ^ 

Mr. Board man 'jL 
^ Mr. Belmont/ 

Mr. Mason 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm — — 

Mr. Nease 

Mr. Winterrowd _ 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holloman — _ 
Miss Gandy 



«< DIES ) <S) / 

REP. JWRTLNJ)US Jd-TEX.) DEMANDED THAT THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT^ * 
•DESTROY* THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN THIS COUNTRY THROUGH USE OF THE 195A 
. COMMUNIST CONTROL ACT. ; 

IN A LETTER TO ATTORNEY GENERAL BROWNELL, HE SAID IT IS NEARLY TWO i 
YEARS SINCE THE ACT WAS PASSED AND HE IS "DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT THE . 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE HAS NOT YET ENFORCED THIS LAW." 

"THE COMMUNISTS ARE NOW PREPARING TO REBUILD THEIR INTRICATE WES OF 
FRONTAL ORGANIZATIONS." HE DECLARED. "WITH MY BILL ON THE STATUTE 
BOOKS IT WILL BE SUICIDAL IF THE GOVERNMENT PERMITS THIS TO HAPPEN.";, 

\ DIES. FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN It 

\ ACTIVITIES, SAID HE UNDERSTANDS THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT IS NOT 
'ENFORCING THE LAW BECAUSE IT IS WAITING FOR A FINAL SUPREME COURT \ 
tRULING IN CERTAIN CASES. 

7/22—W03 18P' 
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* — ‘ ‘i ne ver wanted this to become an 
emotional, hysterical things 
j Rep. Dies thinks the hunt for se- 
curity risks has become just that. 
His feeling developed in part be- 
cause of h!s experience in defend- 
ing Dr. Edward Elliott, a Federal 
employe in Ft. Worth, Tex., who 
' was charged under the old Truman 
loyalty program. 

J Dr. Elliott had been accused be- 
fore the Dies Committee in 1942, 

‘ the congressman said, but an inves- 
1 legation cleared him. So when he 
heard about the Loyalty case, Rep. 

„ Dies decided to represent Dr. Elliott 

- without fee. 

► EYE-OPENER i 

'I Being a lawyer In that case 
s opened his eyes, Rep. Dies said. 
j “I believe that in back of this 
1 thing was violent opposition to Dr. 

- Elliott’s views,” he said. "He bad 

- liberal Ideas. But we’re not sup- 
posed to punish men for their 
ideas.” 

Procedurally, Rep. Dies was 
frightened because standards were 
so vague, the decision took so long 
and the whole burden of proof was 
on Dr. Elliott. i 

‘STAR CHAMBER’ j 

“It made me feel we were getting 
. back to the star chamber,” he said. ; 

: “It frightened me, because it 
j seemed so contrary to what I al- j 
ways believed was fundamental 
American fair play.” 

Rep. Dies- deplored “extremes” — 
the extreme of what he thought 
was tolerance of communism 15 
years ago, the extreme of what he 
thinks is hysteria about alleged 
communists today. 

“I want to do something,” he said, 
"and I want to be sure it’s right. 
My ideas are still in the formative 
stage, and it’s a difficult problem. 
I’m trying to accomplish the pur- 

rtf l/ixariinn ‘c/mi irit »r’ frr.m Wa 
j'oot. ur m vjjmg ovvui n j n uui i/c* 

ing used for oppression or political 

purposes^. — 
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On Communist Ban 


" Bjr the Associated Press 

Representative Dies, Democrat 
of Texas, a former chairman of 
the Hoiise Committee on un- 
American Activities, today called 
for a committee inquiry into 
what he called the “failure” of 
’the Justice Department to out- 
law the Communist party as 
provided under a 1954 law. 

’•Representative Walter, Dcmo- 
ctjat of Pennsylvania, the present 
cynmittee chairman, indicated 
disagreement with Mr. Dies' 
suggestion. 

Mr. Walter said he believes ttye 
Justice Department is “proceed- 
ing as expeditiously as possiblli” 
on prosecutions of persons fi>r 
seeking violent overthrow of tly’ 
Government. 

Ifs told newsmen it is “more 
important” to go after such per- 
sons than to prosecute for the 
“mere membership of the Com- 
/ ' muni^y party.” 

//fjf- >' ^ Mr. "Dies introduced a resolu- 
' — — tfsn dlre'cling' an investigation ctf 

tt£ failure of the Departmert 
,of Justice to enforce the Di«e 
[tCtomm unist con trol! Act to oul- 
llaiv the^ChmfWInist party.” > i 
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MARTIN DIES, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

114 WEST SHEPHERD 

LUFKIN, TEXAS 


November 19, 1964 

/ 


't . v J 2 



Hon, J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 


ll have read some of the unfounded and vicious 
[attacks made against your Department. Regardless 
lof how people feel about the civil rights legislation, 
jthe vast majority appreciate the wonderful work that 
fyou have done throughout your career. You have built 
one of the most efficient and successful enforcement 
agencies in the world. I would not let my critics 
disturb me. Our people have confidence in you. 


Sincerely yours, 

-j 


Martin es, Sr. 
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v Noverrber 30,- 4964 



Honorable Martin Die?, Sr. 

114 V est v-ucv-icrci 
j.ufldn, To r;u 


Dear Mr. Dies: 



I have received your letter of November 19th, 
and your kind comments and staunch support of my efforts 
are certainly appreciated. It is my hope that our future 
endeavors will continue to merit such approbation. 


-SIS* 1 '!’ 



Enclosed is a copy of my recent speech 
which I trust you will find of interest. 


Sincerely yours, 

0. Edgar Hoover 



CD 
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Enclosure 

Director’s speech, 11/24/64, ’’Time for Decision" 

NOTE : Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding 
correspondent who was the former head of the Dies Committee. 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
November 23, 1965 
Page 2 


not have, I will be glad to make copies for your records. 

I have been planning to do this, but I put it off, very much 
like the average person postpones making a will or buying 
a burial lot. Now that I have passed my sixty-fifth birthday, 
I feel I ought to organize this material and place it where 
it can be of value to those who want to study that period 
of our history. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 
Sincerely yours, 

Martin Dies, Sr. 


MDSr :mm 



MARTIN DIES, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

IU WEST SHEPHERD 

LUFKIN, TEXAS 


November 23, 1965 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr . Hoover : 






J 


# 


^ 10 
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The purpose of this letter is to request your advice 
about a matter and not to obtain any official ruling, 
because none is required. A number of foundations, such 
as Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge, the McArthur Academy 
of Freedom, etc., as well as colleges and universities, 
like Texas University, A&M College, and others have been 
urging me to donate to them all of my papers covering my 
service of twenty years in Congress, and particularly the 
seven years that I was chairman of the special Committee 
on Unamerican Activities. I am preparing to remove all 
this material from boxes and trunks and to index and catalog 
it so that when I decide which college or foundation should 
receive it, I can send it to them. I am sure you must know 
that much of my papers deal with Nazi, Fascist, Communist 
and Japanese activities preceding and during World War II. 
Some of this material was at one time considered classified 
information, but I would not think that after this lapse 
of time this situation would still be true. —f ^ y - ^ ^ 

I am planning to employ Mrs. Richard B.^Cravy who lives 
in this county. I have made a number of inquiries from 
reliable and trustworthy people regarding her character, 
and she has been highly recommended to me by those who 
know her and who have worked with her. However, before 
turning all of these documents and files over to some insti- 
tution, I did want your advice as to whether there could be 
any objection from a security standpoint. 

I have not examined these file's records for twenty 

years, and I really don‘t know what all is contained in 
the boxes and trunks that were shipped to me by my aides, 1 
but any material which I may have that yout Departm 

KEC- 40 Mj~- y/ 
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gEC-AO November 50, 1985 

y ^ - /erf'/'/- 3 

- Honorable MarttalEies, Sr. 

Attorney at Law 

114 West Shepherd ET 7 o 

Lufkin, Texas ^ 

Dear Mr. Dies: 



I have received your letter of November 23, 1965, 
and appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. 

You are most generous to consider offering your 
papers to a Foundation or school for future use by scholars. It is 
difficult, erf course, to comment on the security aspects of material 00 
in your files; however, if during your review, you find a document 
which you feel might still be classified, please feel free to contact 
me. 



0 For your information, Freedoms Foundation in 

tlley Forge, Pennsylvania, recently established a J. Edgar Hoover 
brary. This Library is currently Interested in securing docu- 
9ft ts and papers dealing with communist strategy and tactics in the 
lited States. It is the hope of Freedoms Foundation that this 
brary will serve as a research center in future years for the 
idy of this alien ideology. 

Sincerely yours. 



O' \ 


JaJEdgar Hoover 

,/NOTE: See M. A. Jones to De Loach Memo dated 11-30-65, captioned 
jJ' ” Martin Dies, Sr., Former Congressman from Texas, Lufkin, Texas.” 
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UNITED STATES t RNMENT 

Memorandum 


to Mr. DeLoach 


DATE: 11-30-65 


from M. A. Jone 
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•SUBJECT: MARTIN DIES, SR. 

FORMER CONGRESSMAN FROM TEXAS 3 _ 

- LUFKIN, TEXAS 

BACKGROUND: 

The Director, under date of November 23, 1965, has received a 
letter from the above captioned individual. Dies states that a number of Foundations, 
such as Freedoms Foundation at Valley Forge and the McArthur Academy of 
Freedom as well as certain colleges (Texas University, Texas A & M College) are 
urging him to donate his papers covering his 20 years service in Congress, 
particularly the seven years when he served as Chairman of the special Committee 
on Un-American Activities. Dies states that he is preparing to remove this 
material from boxes and trunks and to index and catalogue it so that when he decides 
where he will place it, everything will be ready. Many of the papers, according 
to Dies, deal with Nazi, Fascist, Communist, and Japanese activities during 
World War II. Some of the material was at one time classified, but Dies feels that 
after the lapse of time this situation probably isn’t still true. 

> ' 

Dies adds that he is planning to employ a Mrs. Richard B. Cravy to 
work with his papers. Dies comments that, before turning these documents over 
to some institution, he wanted the Director’s advise if there would be any objection 
from a security standpoint. Dies has not seen this data for many years but if the 
! Bureau would like copies, he would be glad to furnish them . . _ 

REC-28 ' /o/?VV e 

OBSERVATIONS : ^ 11 DEC 22 1965 / 


Dies, as you know, for many years was extremely promfTit 
Congressman in the investigation of subversive activities. Bufiles contail 
derogatory information concerning him. Moreover, Mrs^dcharx^^^^fc 
unidentifiable in Bufiles. 
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It is felt that the Director should diploma(j8«OT make mention to 
j Mr. Dies of the J. Edgar Hoover Library at Freedoms Foimdation at Valley Forge. 
| The plans of the J. Edgar Hoover Library call for the acquisition of all possible 
\ papers, documents etc., on communism, especially in the early years of the 
| communist movement. If the J. Edgar Hoover Library could secure the papers of 
| Mr. Dies, it would be most helpful to the Library. We know, far example, that 

1 - Mr. I^eLdafch - Enclosur&*^-^c£r~ /t, - J-C i' A/ \ I 

Dm ‘ V is ^ A] 

n ^ , j (Continuee^iyiext p^ge) 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: Martin Dies, Sr. 

the Library is interested in this kind of data. In addition to calling Dies attention 
to the J. Edgar Hoover Library, we should not offer to try to evaluate his papers 
from a security point of view but that if he has any question concerning a particular 
document, he should be in touch with us. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the attached letter be sent to Mr. Dies. 



MARTIN DIES, SR. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

U4 WEST SHEPHERD 

LUFKIN, TEXAS 


December 6, 1965 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



\ 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I appreciate very much your prompt reply to my 
letter . 

I read in the paper that you plan to retire. While 
you richly deserve retirement, it will be a very 
great loss to this country. You have been a most 
cour ageous , dedicated and patriotic public servant 
throughout the years. You have kept the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation independent of partisan 
politics, and I fear that when you leave, it will 
become a political agency. I hope that I am wrong, 
because under your leadership it has becone a very 
great instrumentality for the protection of our free 
institutions . 

You have been one of the few men in Washington who 
has appreciated the gravity of the communist menace. 

I am delighted to know that there will be a room at 
Freedom Foundation at Valley Forge to preserve your 
papers. Several senators have telephoned me about 
depositing my records and files there, and I have 
been giving the matter very serious consideration. 
However, I have a very difficult task to catalog, 
index and arrange this material so that it can be. used 
by students and historians. In 1938 we seized a 
vast amount of records under subpoena and, of course. 



much of this information came to me in strict confidence 


and with the understanding that it would not be used 
for many years. I think that I have information that 
could not be obtained from any other source, and I want 
it deposited where it will jiot be dREQjilSped or altered 
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Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
December 6, 1965 
Page 2 


and where students and historians can use it. 

Again, expressing to you my great admiration and 
appreciation for all that you have done for our great 
country, I am 


Sincerely yours. 



Martin Dies, Sr. 


MDSr :mm 
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December 17, 1965 
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Honorable Martin Dies, Sr. 

Attorney at Lav 
114 West Shepherd 
Lufkin, Texan 

Dear Mr. Dies: 

Thank you for your letter of December 6th and for 
your confidence In my administration of the FBI. Tour generous 
remarks mean a great deal to me, and It is hoped my future en- 
deavors will continue to merit such approbation. You may be 
Interested In knowing that It Is my desire to remain as Director 
as long as 1 may be of service to our Nation. 

Tour consideration of using the J. Edgar Hoover 
library of the Freedoms Foundation In Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 
as a repository for your records and files Is Indeed appreciated. 
Should you have any further questions, you may wish to communi- 
cate directly with Dr. Kenneth D. Wells, President, Freedoms 
-TTwndaiion at valley Forge, valley Forge, Pennsylvania 19481, or 
[g'dr. Louis B. Nichols, 1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, 
$£N^s York 10019, who is associated with the library bearing my 

onage. 

co 

o 

^ w j In this regard, the FBI, of course, cannot be 

r ‘ resp onsible for confidential or classified material that you have 
o5r can the Freedoms Foundation or the Library. As you may 
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tion therein are on full view for those who use it. Should specific 
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provisions be required to handle yoor material, naturally, you 

can arrange them with the Freedoms Foundation* 



nr 


Sincerely 

Mi 

SENT DIRECTOR 
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Honorable Martin Dies, Sr. 


NOTE: See Morrell to DeLoach memo dated 12-17-65 captioned "Interest 
expressed by Honorable Martin Dies for possible use of J. Edgar Hoover 
Library, Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, as a 
repository for Dies* records. ” 
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UNITED STATES D\ NMENT 

Memorandum 





Mr. DeLoach 


DATE 12-17-65 


,1 


D. C. Morrell 

INTEREST EXPRESSED BY HONORABLE MARTIN DIES 
FOR POSSIBLE USE OF J. EDGAR HOOVER LIBRARY, 
FREEDOMS FOUNDATION, VALLEY FORGE, 
PENNSYLVANIA, AS A REPOSITORY FOR DIES' RECORD, 


BACKGROUND: 


ALL INFORMATION CON 


/ 



By letter 11-23-65 Diesj-’ftvad ~ei the committee which gainec 
reputation as the "Dies Committee" for combating communism and threats 
to this country, expressed the general intention of finding a suitable location 
to place his personal records and those of the Committee bearing his name 
for future generations to see. He mentioned he was aware of the fact that a 
Library bearing Mr. Hoover's name was located at the Freedoms Foundation, 
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, and thought this was an excellent idea, Jones 
to DeLoach memo 11-30-65 explored the factors involved and outgoing 
^11-30-65 to Dies conveyed a general expression that perhaps the J, Edgar 
■Hoover Library would be a logical repository. 

CURRENT DEVELOPMENT : 

By letter dated 12-6-65, Dies expressed sincere praise for 
Mr. Hoover's public service and appeared to be interested in utilizing the 
J. Edgar Hoover Library; however, he said he was withholding a final ✓ 
decision. ^2 ~~/Q / </ </ - O 


OBSERVATIONS: 


le DEC 23 19 b 5 . 


While there is no doubt that some of the, j&ateri al ^djpape r s 
contained in Dies' collection could be misinterpreted or assigned the term as 
being "controversial" it is felt that it would be an excellent idea to have his 
papers included in the J. Edgar Hoover Library for the followir 
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Morrell to DeLoach Memo 

RE: INTEREST EXPRESSED BY HONORABLE MARTIN DIES 


1. The work of the Committee bearing Die£ name is a 
significant segment of a phase of American history as it pertains to the internal 
security of our Nation. Whether all the material contained therein is factual 
or not, this has little bearing as Dies' efforts were an important part of 
American history. Therefore, his records and papers should be recorded for 
all to see . 


2. The Library itself does not vouch for the accuracy or truth 
of the material contained therein. The Library is merely a repository for 
documents of history and whyi^ there are some individuals who may always 
want to misuse information/ records, it is not the function of a library 

to exclude or authenticate information, nor can the FBI be responsible for the pro 
tection of any classified material deposited. 

3. As a research center, the J. Edgar Hoover Library should 
present both pro and con arguments about communism and anticommunism and, 
therefore, records of this important Committee would be an invaluable adjunct 
to the broad spectrum of knowledge about communism. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That the attached letter be sent to Dies politely and tactfuUy 
indicating to him that perhaps the J. Edgar Hoover Library at Freedoms 
Foundation would be an exceUent location to place his papers. 
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rMartin Diciv Pioneer in 

Probes, Dead at 72 

XUFKIN, 'Tex., Nov. 14 
rtfPTl^Mft rtin Di es Sr., fo u nd- 
<f r of the House 'tW American 
Activities Committee and a 
controversial Texas congress- 
man for three decades, died 
tonight, apparently of a heart 
attack. He was 72. 

.Rep. Dies was first elected 
to Congress in 1830 from 
Ofange, Tex., but it was not 
until the late 1930s and early 
T&r his work on 'the 

“Dies Committee,” looking! 
fMtsMTnr activities of^subver- J 
sive groups, that he became, 
a national figure. 

Under his leadership, HUAC 
first investigated German- 
,\merican Bund groups and 
Fascists and then turned to 
communism. 

He introduced a bill to stop 
immigration forvaiLjKlfifinite 
pericifU'HnTl'-'bnce demanded 


that 6 million aliens be de- 1 
*ptirtfe*4.o solve ifRFT?i$S3rcnent ; 
in the 1930s. He claimed credit 
for the indictment of Amer- 
ican Communist leader Earl 
Browder in 1940. 

His work brought criticism 
from President Franklin D.j 
Roosevelt, w'ho said the Dies 
Committee had made “absurd- 
ly false” charges that Commu- 
nists had inspired auto work- 
ers jyirijsp, a nd that the com- 


'retired to private practice in 
1945,-mm** re- 
elected to the House as a 
Texas delegate-at-large in 
1952. He again retired in 1958. 

But his anticommunism did 
not decrease. He said in 1963 
that Moscow might have di- 
rected the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

Rep. Dies is survived by a! 
— . Jack, who is now a state! 
judge in Texas. - -- 
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Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 


The New York Tiroes 

The Daily World 
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The Wall Street Journal 
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gjirtpp fy i.i a list of 5£0 gov- 
ernmental employee^ Chang- 
ing to an organization the 
corn n''' too said was communis- 
tic. | 

Rep. Dies, born Nov. 3, 1901, 
in Colorado City, Tex., was 
elected in 1930 to the seat his, 
father represented from 1909 
to 1010 - 

In 1941 . be ran for the Sen- 
jate In a special Texas pri- 
Im ary, but f inish ed, l o wih - y He 
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Mftrtin Die s, 

flamboyant Probgr, 

n * ^ Tf It first went after jhe.Ger- 

n/irf man-American Bund and 


Tin nil 

JL^OMU- 

By Je an R. Halley ^ 

WMhiatfoii Poit SUIT Writw 

Former Rep. Martin Dies 
Sr., flamboyant hunter o t 
Subversives and founder of 
the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee, died 
Monday after an apparent 
heart attack in Lufkin, Tex. 
He was 71. 

The spellbinding oratory 
of the congressman, who 
was a master of red-baiting 
long before the McCarthy 
era, brought him into na- 
tional prominence during 
the late 1930s. 

He took on high govern- 
ment officials, the powerful 
CIO and anybody else he 
thought was posing a threat 
to the United States during 
his first 13 years In the 
House. - a -t . 

Rep. Dies voluntarily re- 
tired in 1944 because of 
what he termed 111 health 
but came back to the House 
in 1952 “to help finish the 
Job of housecleaning which 
I helped to start in 1938.” 

But the headlines that he 
had triggered during his 
earlier terms failed to mate- 
rialize. Ir. 1957, while still a 
House member, he ran un- 
successfully in a special 

election for the Senate seat 
vacated by the resignation 
of Price Daniel, who became 
governor of Texas. Rep. 
Dies retired a second time 
la 1958. 

The Un-American Activi- 
Hh Committee, now the 
House Internal Security 
Committee, was known pop- 
ularly as the “Die* Commit- 
t— aflgg It was -organised 
In 1938. 


_ It first w ent after , the. Ger- 
man-American Bund and 
Fascist groups, then took on 
alleged Communists, send- 
ing subcommittees all over 
the country. 

Government employees 
were predominant among its 
targets. Dies and his Com- 
mittee soon found them- 
selves under hea.v y, criticis m 
frofn- top officials, including 

President Fran klin D. Roo- 
sevelt. * 

The President branded as 
“sordid procedure” the Com- 
mittee's publication of the 
names of more than 500 gov- 
ernment employees on the 
“membership and mailing” 
list of an organization the 
Committee said was a front 
for Communist activity. 

Secretary of the Interior 
Harold L. Ickes charged 
Dies with being “irresponsi- 
ble " and W end gll L W^U kie 
accused him of “undermin- 


jpCs- 



Felt 

Baker ^ 

Bishop -Sfr 
Callahan __ _ 

Cleveland 

Conrad 

Daibey 

Gebhardt 

Jenkins . 

Marshall 

Miller, E.S.v^C 

Purvis _ 

Soyars 

Walters 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Kinley _ — . — 

Mr. Armstrong 

Ms, Herwig 

Mrs. Neenan 


The Washington Post S _ 
Times Herald 
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/ 1 always had,” 


ing .democ ratic procedur e. 

In defense of his own 
methods, Dies countered 

“America is a free country 
and I would defend with my 
life the rights of its citizens, 
but when they take the oath 
of allegiance and then seek 
to undermine the govern- 
ment, I say what amend- 
ments to our Constitution 
protect these spies and 
agents of the foreign gov- 
ernments?” 

He ^-introduced bills that 
wotnafeve im- 

migration into this A 
for an fndefinitf "ItA 
would have deported a, 
desirable alieni already 
here. 

"if we don’t alt down and 
find out how strong these 
alien forces are, they may 
take ua by surprise and de- 
stroy the form of govern- 
m ent, the U nited-S HUt Jiai 
always had,” he declared. 
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Despite the criticism of of- 

Rep. TJfes'Eia a 

popular following. 

In 1940, he published « 

— - - - - 11 ^ 1 _ 

be okr 1 ‘T h e Tro jan Horse in 
Government,” iff which he 
charged that “Communist 
Trojan Horses” — organiza- 
tions that he said always de- 
nied Communist control — 
were bidding for American 
youth, the unemployed and 
black people by inviting dis- 
tinguished American citi- 
zens to address them. 

Ho included the “First 
Lady of the Land,” Cabinet 
officers and other officials 
a^coakillpting tflULktCam- 
munUt interests in this way. 

He „ made hundreds of 
speeches In ffie ityl? of a 
fire-eating, fear-spreading 
evangelist At f-foot-3 and 1 
210 pounds, he made his 
loud, ranting deliveries spec- 
tacular. 

He had a sense of the dra- 
matic. At one time he 
charged that one of his sons 
had been endangered by 
enemy agents who intended 
“either to kill or kidnap 
him” but he refused to elab- 
orate on the claim. 

In 1050, between his two 
sets of terms in Congress, 
Rep. Dies claimed he had 
been “vindicated by the 
events’* of the previous 10 
years. 

"When I warned, a decade 

ago, of Communists in our 

government, I was called a 

witch hunter. When I said 
\ In the days of Hitler and 
Mussolini, that Russia would 
i tun* out to be the real world 
I menace, my views were re- 
1 garded as fantastic. 

“Well, I have been vindi- 
cated. But I feel no satisfac- 
tion. I wish I had been 
wrong," he said . in an 
Int RWt w . 


! Rep. Dies was born in Col- 
1lrtab~City, TSTT^rie "spent 
his early years in Washing- 
1 ton, where his father, also 
j named Martin, was a con- 
j gressman from 1000 to 1910. 
After attending the Univer- : 
sity of Texas, the younger ; 
I Dies got a law degree from 
National University here. 

He practiced law in Mar- 
shall and Orange, Tex., be- 
fore his first period in the 
House, and resumed a law 
practice in Lufkin between 
his terms and after his sec- 
ond retirement as a con- 
gressman. 

Since then he had re- 
mained essentially out of 
public view although he oc- 
cassionally was called on to 
address patriotic meetings. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Myrtle Dies, and three sons, 
Martin Dies Jr., of Beau- 
mont, Tex., and Robert M. 
and Jack Dies, of Jdifkin-* 



Bep.. Mart in Dies is pictured in 1940 as chairman of the Hou se Un-American Activities Committee, 


